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ELECTIONS 

In this edition are the biographies of those members running for our Board of Direc-

tors.  Ballots will be mailed in December and are due BACK to the office by Janu-

ary 10, 2020.  Please take a few minutes to review the information and DON’T 

FORGET TO VOTE when you get your  ballot.  It is your  chapter , get involved 

and have a say in who runs it. 
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Mission Statement 

 

The mission of Nevada PVA is to improve the quality of life of U.S. military veterans and oth-

ers who have spinal cord dysfunction through the use of adaptive sports, recreation, wellness 

programs, outreach, education, research and support. 

 

Disclaimer 

 

The Nevada Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America is a non-profit organization.  We do 

not ask for or receive any money from any federal or state agencies.  All of our  funds are re-

ceived mainly from donations.  All members of the Paralyzed Veterans of America have sus-

tained a spinal cord injury or disease.  This newsletter is a publication of the Nevada chapter and 

is meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, legislation, and other matters of concern to 

veterans and/or members of the disabled community.  The opinions expressed in this publication 

do not necessarily reflect the views of Nevada PVA, its officers, board members, the editor or 

production staff. 



President/ED Report 

by Dan Kaminski and Julie Johnson 

Upcoming Events 

 
November 8  Toys for Tots Golf Tournament 

November 11  Veterans Day 

November 27-29                Thanksgiving Holiday-Office Closed 

December 5-8  Nevada PVA Bowling Tournament 

December 6                        Up/Down Bowl 

December 12                      Adopt-A-Vet Christmas Delivery 

December 14  Poker Tournament 

December 18  Paralympic Kids Christmas Dinner 

December 21  Nevada PVA Christmas Party 

December 23-January 3     Office Closed for Holidays 

We are wishing everyone a happy holiday season. Please remember your veterans and those less fortunate.  

Reflecting on this past year and some of our accomplishments; our Adopt-A-Vet Program has grown to more than double 

once again. We are now serving 100 veterans monthly, over 400 at service fairs and over 200 for holiday season delivery 

with basic needs. So if you or someone you know is a disabled veteran and in need of food, hygiene products and clothing 

please let us know and we can get them signed up on our monthly program. Nevada PVA once again received the President’s 

Award for this program through our National PVA. A huge thanks to all of our donors and volunteers that make this program 

possible! 

Throughout the year we mentor and sponsor several disabled children’s events. These moments are very special to us. We 

have also helped several of their families with basic needs as well.  

Veterans Day is intended to honor and thank all military personnel who served the United States in all wars, particularly 

living veterans. It is marked by parades and church services and in many places the American flag is hung at half-

mast..... Veterans Day is officially observed on November 11. 

All Gave Some…….Some Gave All 

Nevada PVA will be participating in the Veterans Day parade. If you would like to join us please call the office and we will 

let you know where to meet. 

Nevada PVA sponsored a Panda Express party for the veterans at the Southern Nevada State Veterans Home. We love going 

out there and spending time with our fellow veterans. 

We will be attending the annual Toys 4 Tots golf tournament and sponsoring the first hole so stop by and say hello. 

Our annual Bowling Tournament is around the corner. If you would like to participate give us a call or you can go to the AW-

BA website. If you would like to have a night of fun No Tap 9 Pin and team up with a wheelchair bowler please see our one 

page ad in this newsletter or give us a call and we will sign you up.  Up/Down Bowl will be December 6 at Sunset Station 

$25 to participate and try to win some prize money. 

Our thoughts are with our loved ones and those we have lost this year. We are still praying for those who were hurt or in 

harm’s way in our military and throughout our country. 

We are wishing you all an Amazing New Year!!! 

Hope to see you next year at our many events including Fishing at Lake Mead, Walk, Run & Roll 5k, Banquet, Open House, 
Air Guns, Bowling, etc.…. 



 

NSO Report 
by Tami J. Anderson 

 
 
 
 

Attention All Vietnam Blue Water Navy Veterans  
 
Public Law 116-23, Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019 was signed into law on June 25, 2019 and will 
go in effect January 1, 2020.  What does the law mean?  It means a veteran who served aboard a vessel operating not 
more than 12 nautical miles seaward from the demarcation line of the waters of Vietnam and Cambodia between Janu-
ary 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975; are presumed to be exposed to herbicides and may be entitled to service connection for 
conditions related to that exposure.   
 
The following are conditions related to herbicide (Agent Orange for example) exposure and to be entitled to disability 
compensation benefits, a veteran must have one or more of the conditions: 
 
 - AL amyloidosis 
 - Chloracne, or other acneform disease consistent with chloracne 
 - Chronic B-cell leukemias 
 - Diabetes mellitus, Type 2 
 - Ischemic heart disease 
 - Hodgkin lymphoma, formerly known as Hodgkin’s disease 
 - Non-Hodgkin lymphoma 
 - Multiple myeloma 
 - Parkinson’s disease 
 - Peripheral neuropathy, early-onset 
 - Porphyria cutaneau tarda 
 - Prostate cancer 
 - Respiratory cancers (lung, bronchus, larynx or trachea) 
 - Soft-tissue sarcoma (other than osteosar-coma, chondrosarcoma, Kaposi’s sarcoma, or mesothelioma). 
 
Currently, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is gathering data of veterans and surviving spouses of veterans 
that may have submitted a claim that would have fallen under this criteria and in the past was denied.  The VA will be 
sending notification letters out soon to those claimants and surviving spouses.   
 
The VA is also identifying the vessels that meet the criteria of the 12 nautical miles seaward from the demarcation line 
of the waters of Vietnam and Cambodia; as well as getting a copy of their deck logs to be utilized in determining enti-
tlement on claims.  The VA will also be adding staff nationally to assist with these claims; and to continue working all 
claims that have been submitted.  
 
If you are a veteran that either previously submitted a claim, or are a veteran that served on a vessel within the 12 nau-
tical miles or a surviving spouse of a veteran that meets this criteria; file a claim immediately.  Please provide any 
relevant information such as dates you served on your ship that you believed traveled within the 12 nautical miles; and 
include a diagnosis of the condition you are claiming.  The VA will begin deciding the claims on January 1, 2020.   
 
If you are a veteran that has a claim pending and/or in the appeals process, they have been placed on hold (stayed) 
until the new rule goes into effect on January 1, 2020.  The VA has done this to comply with the law that Congress 
passed.  
 
For further questions, please contact your local Paralyzed Veterans of America National Service Officer. 
 
 
 
Membership—159 
 
 

NATIONAL CRISIS HOTLINE  1/800-273-8255 
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Advocacy/Legislative Report 

by Lawrence Brown 

 

 
PVA Associate Director of Government Relations, Heather Ansley and PVA Senior Associate Advocacy Director, 

Lee Page visited with Southwest Airlines executives and toured the company's training facilities at the air carrier’s 

headquarters in Dallas. 

 

Ansley and Page spoke with leaders and team members in customer service, in-flight service, in-flight experience 

and ground operations. 

 

During those meetings, Ansley and Page expressed PVA’s concerns with wheelchair damage, problems with the 

boarding and deplaning equipment and assistance and lack of aircraft accessibility. 

 

Moving forward, PVA will continue to make similar visits to other airline facilities to learn more about their opera-

tions and encourage improvements in the air travel process for passengers with disabilities. 

ELECTION BIO’S 

Dan Kaminski 

Running for:  President 

 

I am a founding member of this chapter, which was established in 1999. 
 

Committed and dependable President of Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America.  Have developed excellent skills in 
management, event planning, fundraising, investing and time management.  I am a quick learner and very motivat-
ed.  I have excellent leadership/team management skills which allow me to ensure the growth and chapter aware-
ness in the community needed for leading a non-profit organization. 
 
As President and Board Member I have performed the following duties: 
 
Oversee all programs including but not limited to, fundraising, adaptive sports, membership, administration, com-
munication and hospital liaison. 
 
Attend member activities such as Wellness Group, sporting events, fundraising events, community outreach events, 
etc. 
 
Maintain an open and active communication between our chapter and other service organizations. 
 
Maintain open and active communication between the chapter and our Congressional Representatives by attend-
ing roundtable discussions, town halls and other events they sponsor. 
 
Give direction for event planning such as annual membership meeting, 5K fundraiser, fishing outing and monthly 
board of directors meeting. 
 

 
Marc Fenn 
Running for:  Director 
 
US Army 1988-90 Infantry Airborne.  Paraplegic since 1990.  Former two time Paralympic athlete in track & field in 
1996/2000.  Silver medalist in discus-national record.  Hall of Fame inductee 2019.  Lifetime member of PVA and 
associated with Nevada PVA since 1999.  Promoting sports and adapted recreation since 1990. 
 
Motivational speaker/peer counselor/mentor/Ambassador for adapted recreation with the PVA and local commu-
nities. 



Lawrence Brown 

Running for:  Secretary 

 

I served in the Armed Forces in the Vietnam War. I’m a T3 spinal cord vet. I’ve been a spinal cord patient for 

40 years. I’ve been a life member of PVA since 1982. Worked with the Texas PVA chapter for five years be-

fore I moved to Las Vegas, I was one of the founding members of the Nevada Chapter. I have degrees in Mid 

Management, Finance Management, Human Relations and PRN. I look forward to working with the board 

members as well as with the President and Vice President.  

 

Dominic Cirino 

Running for:  Treasurer 

 

I was born in Detroit and raised in the city and enlisted in the Air Force in June of 1967.  I was a Morse 

Intercept Operator and cross trained as a Cryptographer. 

 

I was honorably discharged in 1971.  Got married in 1972 to my wife Judy and had two children.  Graduated 

from the University of Michigan and was regional manager for a courier company.  We moved to Las Vegas 

in 2005. 

 

I am currently retired and my wife and I volunteer at the VA Hospital. 

 

 

Bill Burns 

Running for:  Director 

 

I have been married to my wife Regine for 35 years and we have three grown children.  We have lived in Las 

Vegas for just over four years.  I grew up in North Alabama. 

 

I have been a lifetime member of PVA since my injury in 1988.  Prior to becoming a member of the Nevada 

Chapter, I was a member of the Mid-South PVA located in Memphis, TN.  I served in the Army from 1977 

until my permanent medical retirement in 1990. 

 

While serving in the Army, I attained the rank of Staff Sergeant 11B30H .  As an infantryman, I served as a 

rifleman, M60 gunner, team leader and squad leader.  I also served as a Basic Training Instructor at Ft. Bliss, 

TX. 

 

My last assignment was as Squad Leader with the 25th Infantry Division at Schofield Barracks in Hawaii.  

While there we were deployed to Australia where I suffered a T-11 complete spinal cord injury while on ma-

neuvers.  I was evacuated back to Hawaii while my medical retirmend paperwork was started.  I started my 

transition to the Spinal Cord Injury Center in Memphis, TN  

 

Post military career, I moved back to Huntsville, AL where my wife owned a small business for many years.  I 

served on the local youth baseball board that served almost 1,000 children.  I also volunteered with the Ten-

nessee Valley Council of Boy Scouts of America as the Advancement Chairman.  I was also selected by my 

adult peers to be inducted in the BSA Order of the Arrow. 

 

If selected to join the board, I hope to use my past experiences to keep the Nevada Chapter as a premier chap-

ter with National PVA. 

 

 

L.E. Curtis 

Running for:  Director 

 

I served in the US Navy during the early stages of the Vietnam War. I was honourably discharged in 1966 as 
an HM2, hospital corpsman 2nd class. I studied at San Diego State University where I earned a BS in Health 
Science and at San Jose State University where I earned a Masters in Public Health. 

From 1985-2003 I served the Bay Area and Western PVA chapter as a member of the board of directors, 

sports director and filled in as secretary/treasurer. 



Roger Dauffenbach 

Running for: Director 

I have a cervical injury C-3 and an ambulatory member of the Nevada PVA, Reno District. 

My Marine Corps career was December 3, 1963-December 1969. I was discharged from the Reserves with a rank 
of E4. In my past life I worked at the Palo Alto VA Hospital as a contract Perfusionist, running the heart lung ma-
chine during open heart surgery for 26 years. 

After retirement I started a bank courier service for NV Security Bank in Reno. After five years, the bank decided it 

no longer needed my services and laid me off in March 2007. While working for the bank I took on a partner to 

start an engine install business for super performance cars.  In August 2006, I turned the business over to my part-

ner. 

 

I have been on the Board of Nevada PVA for several years now and a few years ago I was appointed the Advocacy/

Legislative Director.  In this capacity, I travel to Capitol Hill annually to meet with Nevada representatives on is-

sues of importance to veterans and specifically members of PVA.  I also attend legislative sessions in Carson City 

when the legislation meets. 

 

 

Tom Hudson 

Running for:  Director 

 

Hello, I’m Tom Hudson SCI VA Clinic user and PVA member due to two [now presumptive to service] medical 

conditions that have collided. To date I have served several terms on the Board of Directors.  

 

My met goals to date since doing so are: expansion of the Nevada PVA definitions in the Step Outside Program to 

include all meal venues & times without them having to be part of a larger outing; getting a number of Northern 

NV businesses to give PVA members discounted services; insuring that these businesses receive regular recogni-

tion; worked with the office to get a portion of the website made Reno area specific and constantly updated; contin-

ue to act as a liaison with Reno Recreation to get word out of local outdoor activities to our members; and have 

working relationships with Northern NV & CA disabled sports organizations so that other venues are reported 

timely so that travel, meals and accommodations can be secured by Nevada PVA members.  

 

Over the last seven years I’ve worked with the Reno Air Race Association and Veterans Initiative in Technology, 

Aerospace & Logistics (vital.org) a NV registered 501, C-19 non-profit, to get our members out for a free day of 

Air Race enjoyment.  

 

As a paralegal, I have currently done legal research on legislative issues for the parties that are proposing legisla-

tion, and also for concerned effected users of these legislative proposals. The areas of assistance also include the 

Fair Housing Act issues, PTSD discrimination research, agency age exclusion issues, and Veteran’s Rights, ADA 

and ACAA violations.  

 

I continue to promote Nevada PVA's existence as much as possible and am asking for your vote to return to the  

Board of Directors. 

 

 

Mike Romanowski 

Running for:  Vice President 

 

I was born and raised in Detroit, MI. I then enlisted and served in the United States Air Force as a Security  

Policeman from 1994-1998.  I was stationed for three years at Kadena AB in Okinawa, Japan and spent one year at 

Hanscom AFB in Lexington, MA.  I was honorably discharged in 1998 as a Senior Airman and then became a  

police officer in Michigan.  After I was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis, I went to work at FedEx as a Logistics 

Analyst.  While at FedEx, I went to Northwood University in Midland, MI, where I earned both my Bachelors in 

Business Administration (BBA) and then finished my college matriculation with my MBA. 

 

I have worked since 2018 as a Training Officer at the Mob Museum in Las Vegas.  I joined the Nevada PVA Board 

of Directors in 2019 and currently serve as Sports Director. 



SAVE THE DATES 

Nevada PVA Bowling Tournament 
December 5-8, 2019 

Sunset Station Bowling Venue 

Up/Down Bowl on Friday, December 6th 

9 Pin No Tap 

This special event is for all levels 

 

 Prizes 

 Raffle 

 50/50 Tickets 

Nevada PVA is in need of sponsors, raffle prizes or 

items for raffle baskets.  If you have any ideas or items 

you’d like to donate, please give us a call. 





Veterans Transportation Service (VTS) 
 

Veterans can schedule transportation through their VA primary 

Care Provider or by calling the VTS office at 1/844-859-5074.  

Please schedule transportation ahead of your appointment time. 

“Believe you can, you’re halfway there.” Theodore Roosevelt 

November 

Robert Hudson   02 

Ann Perelman   03 

Robert T. McFalls  03 

Gary Odorowski   05 

Anthony Cherry   06 

Bryan A. Bedoy   06 

John B. Simmons   07 

Bo Rollins   09 

Patricia A. Meints  10 

Gregory D. Hughes  12 

William Willhite   12 

Frank E. Kennemur  13 

Daniel Pierson   14 

Susan Maddox   15 

Linda E. Barr   16 

Lawrence Cabrera  18 

Wade N. Reckinger  19 

Joseph J. Blicharz  21 

Kenneth T. Harrop  23 

Jaime (Jay) L. Segarra  23 

Linda C. Bennett   25 

Jeffrey A. Alcorn   26 

 

 

 

December 

 

Shane W. Irwin   04 

John E. Kennedy   09 

Alan D. Britton   10 

Tom H. Hudson   10 

Robert A. Fredrick  10  

Robert E. Stilz   11 

Judith M. Cirino   12 

Steven R. Simmons  15 

Donald G. McCrory  18 

Kenneth J. Sandoval  21 

John E. King   22 

Carol (CeCe) L. Davy  24 

Jan P. Thomas   25 

Lawrence L. Cook  25 

Lilian Curtis   27 

Ina R. Edwards   30 



Thank you to United Way of Southern Nevada and Caesar’s 

Entertainment for helping us put together grocery bags for our  

Adopt-A-Vet Program 

We handed out hygiene kits and food 

at the recent Veterans Service Fair. 



This Poker Tournament will benefit the Paralympic Kids who we support by hosting BBQ’s, Christmas Parties and 

Summer Camp.  If any Nevada PVA member would like to participate, we will pay the buy fee.  

If a Nevada PVA member should win any money, the buy in fee must be paid back to the Chapter. 







Help Support Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America 

Our organization number is YY152 



 

Donor Spotlight 

MGM Resorts Foundation 
Thank you for  your generous grant for our Adopt-A-Vet Program 

   

Donor List  

Bank of America 

The Si Redd & Tamara Redd Charitable Foundation 

Donors through United Way of Southern Nevada Campaign 

Donor’s through Truist 

The Engelstad Family Foundation 

The Frank and Victoria Fertitta Foundation 

The Home Depot Foundation 

NV Energy Foundation 

NV Energy 

Operation Gratitude 

The Patriot Law Firm 

Race 2 Erase 22 

Nicola Collins 

Karen Diiullo 

Shane Derby 

Carma Richens  

Northwest Arms 

Brent Kessler 

Hilda Leuck 

Anthony Del Fante 

David Porter 

Bob Richad 

Beatrice Cordell 

Kevin Clubb 

Judith Malcolm 

Smith’s 

Sprouts 

Total Wine & More 

 

Help support veterans 

Make a donation today! 
 

Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.  

Tax ID #31-1647467. Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Donations can be made in any amount. They will accumulate from January 1—December 31.     Donors will be printed in our 
monthly newsletter unless otherwise requested. To make a donation go online to www.nevadapva.org or call 702-646-0040. 



Community  

Partners 

 

Ability Center 

 

Altenburg Studios 

 

Bank of America 

 

Catholic War Veterans 

 

C & K Designs 

 

City of Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

City of Las Vegas Parks and Recreation 

 

Easter Seals 

 

Heaven Can Wait Animal Society 

 

Help Genesis Apartments 

 

La Quinta 

 

Mobility Works 

 

Nevada Council on Problem Gaming 

 

Paralympic Sports Club 

 

Sam’s Club 

 

The Siegel Group 

 

Smith’s 

 

Race 2 Erase 22 

 

The Dana and Christopher Reeve Foundation 

 

The Grand Canyon Tour Company 

 

The NV Energy Foundation 

 

Total Wine & More 

 
United Way of Southern Nevada 

 

Walmart Foundation 
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