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New logo honoring PVA’s 75th Anniversary 

 

This year PVA is proud to celebrate their 75th Diamond Anniversary. 

 

As you well know the organization was founded in 1946 by a group of veterans 

being treated at the Bronx Veterans Hospital in New York as a way of reaching 

out to other veterans with spinal cord injuries. They were seeking to reach out 

to not only the veterans but health professional's as well in order to try to make 

their quality of life the best it could be. 

 

We have come a long way and look forward to what the future will bring to our 

organization.  

 

Kick-Off to the 75th year festivities will take place at the National Convention 

which will be held at the Golden Nugget Casino here in Las Vegas, May 17-23.  

We are extremely excited to be hosting this event, doubly so because it is the 

75th anniversary. 
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Mission Statement 

 

The mission of Nevada PVA is to improve the quality of life of U.S. military veterans and oth-

ers who have spinal cord dysfunction through the use of adaptive sports, recreation, wellness 

programs, outreach, education, research and support. 

 

Disclaimer 

 

The Nevada Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America is a non-profit organization.  We do 

not ask for or receive any money from any federal or state agencies.  All of our  funds are re-

ceived mainly from donations.  All members of the Paralyzed Veterans of America have sus-

tained a spinal cord injury or disease.  This newsletter is a publication of the Nevada chapter and 

is meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, legislation, and other matters of concern to 

veterans and/or members of the disabled community.  The opinions expressed in this publication 

do not necessarily reflect the views of Nevada PVA, its officers, board members, the editor or 

production staff. 



President/Executive Director Report 

by Dan Kaminski and Julie Johnson 

The beginning of March, we virtually attended the Advocacy and Legislation Seminar and met with our repre-

sentatives in Congress and the Senate regarding PVA”s policy priorities.  Please see pages 6-9 of this newslet-

ter for some of those priorities. 

Vaccines are now available for all veterans who are enrolled in the VA system. 

The PVA annual convention will be held this year in Las Vegas at the Golden Nugget, May 17-22.  We are 

looking forward to seeing everyone face to face. 

Join us for our annual Walk, Run and Roll.  This year we are going virtual so you  can do your 1 mile fun walk, 

5K run or 15K bike ride from anywhere you  are comfortable  doing it.  We would love for all or you to post 

your race day pictures.  Just go to our  website www.nevadapva.org and sign up.  



National Service Officer Report 

by Jason McDonald 

House Resolution 7105 (PL 116-315) and House Resolution 6395 (PL 116-283) 
 
 

On January 5, 2021 the 116th Congress passed House Resolution 7105 and it became Public Law No: 116-315. This 
law introduces many changes for Veterans and I would like to take the time to make you all aware of some of them. 
For more information you can read the official document at https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-
bill/7105. 

Increases the timeframe of the Vietnam War Era of military service, stating that the Vietnam Era began on No-
vember 1, 1955, instead of February 28, 1961. 

It sets new limits on when VA’s Debt Management Center may initiate debt collection against Veterans. 

Lowers the age to 55 at which a re-married surviving spouse of a Veteran may still receive Dependency Indemni-
ty Compensation (DIC). 

Requires the Veterans Benefits Administration to establish specialized teams for processing Military Sexual Trau-
ma claims. 

Allows Veteran’s filing a claim for physical or mental health conditions resulting from sexual trauma to choose 
the gender of their Compensation and Pension provider. 

Allows National Guard and Reserve service under Title 32 order to count for VA Home Loan eligibility. 

Requires the VA to updated eBenefits website to allow Veterans to update dependent information. 

Mandates that every VA facility have at least one women’s health primary care provider. 

Creates a permanent Office of Women’s Health within the Veterans Health Administration tasked with providing 
oversight over all Women’s Health Programs within the VA. 

Restores GI Bill entitlement to eligible student Veterans whose school closed in the middle of the semester with-
out the ability to transfer credits to another school. 

Allows the VA to continue paying educational assistance benefits during the COVID-19 pandemic if the VA de-
termines a student was adversely impacted by the pandemic. 

In addition, on January 1, 2021 the 116th Congress passed House Resolution 6395 and it became Public Law No 116-
283. This law introduces three more conditions to the Agent Orange presumptive-conditions list wherein Veterans 
who were exposed to Agent Orange may qualify for benefits: 

Bladder cancer, 

Hypothyroidism, and 

Parkinsonism, or Parkinson-like symptoms. 

Veterans and survivors are encouraged to submit claims and contact their local National Service Officer for assistance.  
For more information you can read the official document at https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-
bill/6395.  

Legislative News 

A Framework for Integrating Family Caregivers into the Health Care Team 

 
RAND Corporation published a study in mid-January examining the role of family caregivers in a health care team 

and making recommendations for effective involvement of caregivers in supporting loved ones with disabilities or 

chronic health conditions. Four themes around barriers to integrating caregivers into health care teams emerged 

from the study report including: (1) identifying caregivers; (2) communication and information-sharing; (3) time limita-

tions and competing demands; and (4) trust and cultural barriers. The authors also identified six policy areas in 

which initiatives could mitigate these barriers: (1) identify and record information on family caregivers; (2) incentivize 

providers to engage with family caregivers; (3) invest in programs that provide supportive services for family caregiv-

ers; (4) expand access to and funding for care coordinators to support caregivers and connect them to clinical infor-

mation; (5) implement training programs for providers and caregivers to facilitate effective communication; and (6) 

develop, test, and improve caregiver access to technologies that foster caregiver-provider care integration and infor-

mation-sharing.  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7105
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7105
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6395
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6395


Veterans Transportation Service (VTS) 
 

Veterans can schedule transportation through their VA primary 

Care Provider or by calling the VTS office at 1/844-859-5074.  

Please schedule transportation ahead of your appointment time. 
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Follow us on: 

FB:  www.facebook.com/ParalyzedVeteransofAmericaNevadaChapter 

Twitter:  Twitter.com/PVANevada 

Instagram:  Instagram.com/pvanevada 













Help Support Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America 

Our organization number is YY152 



Donor Spotlight 

Elks Lodge #1468 

   

Donor List  

 

Amazon Smile 

Bank of America 

The Si Redd & Tamara Redd Charitable Foundation 

Donors through United Way of Southern Nevada Campaign 

Donor’s through Truist 

Donors through Benevity 

Causecast 

The Engelstad Family Foundation 

Network for Good 

NV Energy Foundation 

The Patriot Law Firm 

Race 2 Erase 22 

Society of Industrial and Office Realtors 

Karen & Terry Estabrook 

Clyde McElrath 

Carma Richens  

Mr. & Mrs. James Gregory 

Beatrice Cordell 

Smith’s 

Total Wine & More 

Help support veterans 

Make a donation today! 
 

Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.  

Tax ID #31-1647467. Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Donations can be made in any amount. They will accumulate from January 1—December 31.     Donors will be printed in our 
monthly newsletter unless otherwise requested. To make a donation go online to www.nevadapva.org or call 702-646-0040. 



Community  

Partners 

MGM Foundation 

 

Elks Lodge #1468 

 

Ability Center 

 

Altenburg Studios 

 

Bank of America 

 

Capability Health & Human Services 

 

Catholic War Veterans 

 

City of Las Vegas Parks and Recreation 

 

Help Genesis Apartments 

 

Mobility Works 

 

Nevada Council on Problem Gaming 

 

Paralympic Sports Club 

 

The Siegel Group 

 

Smith’s 

 

Race 2 Erase 22 

 

The NV Energy Foundation 

 

Total Wine & More 

 
United Way of Southern Nevada 
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