July/August 2020
Volume 1 Issue 4

Paralyzed Veterans

of America

Nevada Chapter

We recently supplied lunch for the VA Staff
out our Southern Nevada facility to thank
them for their hard work and devotion dur-
ing this pandemic. We love our VA Staff.
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Mission Statement

The mission of Nevada PVA is to improve the quality of life of U.S. military veterans and oth-
ers who have spinal cord dysfunction through the use of adaptive sports, recreation, wellness
programs, outreach, education, research and support.

Disclaimer

The Nevada Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America is a non-profit organization. We do
not ask for or receive any money from any federal or state agencies. All of our funds are re-
ceived mainly from donations. All members of the Paralyzed Veterans of America have sus-
tained a spinal cord injury or disease. This newsletter is a publication of the Nevada chapter and
1s meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, legislation, and other matters of concern to
veterans and/or members of the disabled community. The opinions expressed in this publication
do not necessarily reflect the views of Nevada PV A, its officers, board members, the editor or
production staff.



President/Executive Director Report
by Dan Kaminski and Julie Johnson

We hope everyone has been staying safe and healthy since this pandemic began. With the precautions still in
place, I believe this will be the normal for quite some time for everyone. With that said, Chapter staff had
been working from home and individually coming into the office periodically. We have now opened the
office working from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, however, we are closed to all foot traf-
fic for the time being.

Our board members have been trying to call all of our members to do a buddy check. If we were unable to
contact you please reach out to us and let us know if you are having any issues or are in need of groceries.
Our Adopt-A-Vet program has been up an running throughout the pandemic and we will continue to make
sure veterans in need are receiving basic needs.

All of our events have been cancelled for 2020. National PVA has a variety of virtual classes and events
going so please check our website calendar or go to pva.org for more information.

The VA is taking appointments but no walk-ins except for the ER. The VA is also stocking up on PPE and
increasing antibody test on staff and veterans. There are still no routine visitors allowed until a vaccine is

available. End of life veterans will be allowed one visitor and the rest will can visit through video chat. KT,
PT, etc., will remain virtual only until Phase 3. The Women’s bldg. will begin building the first of the year.

The Governor has mandated wearing masks in public except for those with medical issues. Stay safe and let
us know if we can help you.

National Director’s Report
by: Dan Kaminski, National Director

The National PVA annual convention was held online over three days in the last week of May.
It was attended by Julie Johnson and myself. This was the first time this meeting was not face to face. We
used Zoom videoconferencing and it went really well.

The current budget has been extended until December. There is a Fall PVA Board meeting this October in
Orlando, however due to the pandemic this might be cancelled as well and back to Zoom we go. One of the
main discussions was the low performance of the stock market and national PVA’s investments; this could
lead to cutback’s, including the chapter monthly grant.

All of national PVA officers were reelected for FY 2021. Congrats and thank you all for doing such a great
job during difficult times.



National Service Officer Report
by Jason McDonald

I hope that this newsletter finds everyone doing well and staying as healthy as you can during this ongoing
pandemic. As we are slowly moving back to “normal” life. Throughout this pandemic the Department of
Veteran’s Affairs reported that over 12,000 plus Veterans have tested positive for COVID 19 with over 1000
Veterans passing from it since March.

As of May 18, 2020, VA Southern Nevada Healthcare System in Las Vegas is 1 of 20 Veteran Healthcare fa-
cilities nationwide beginning a phased in approach to reopening. By the time all of you are reading this we
should be well on the way into this phased in approach to returning to “full spectrum of care.” VA Sierra

Nevada Healthcare System in Reno will also begin a phase in approach beginning tentatively in June. If you
are having any issues do not hesitate to contact the NSO Office so we can see what we can do to assist you.

Finally, the Las Vegas National Service Office is being manned by Jason McDonald in our Reno National
Service Office at 775-321-4789 or email jasonm@pva.org for assistance with all matters.

NORTH LAS VEGAS, Nev. — As part of reintroducing in-person care, which was curtailed due to the coronavirus, the VA
Southern Nevada Healthcare System is resuming lab and imaging services at its community VA clinics in the Las Vegas valley.

Labs at the Northeast, Northwest, Southeast and Southwest VA clinics reopened June 17. Veteran patients may visit one of these
locations between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday for a scheduled lab draw. Veterans may also continue to
access the lab at the North Las Vegas VA Medical from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. Laboratory services at the
Pahrump VA Clinic and MCPO Jesse Dean VA Clinic in Laughlin will continue to be available by appointment only.
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Due to the need for physical distancing and limited seating due to COVID-19, we are recommending that Veterans who do not
have to fast for their lab draws visit us in the afternoons to avoid delays and extended wait times,” said Karen Abrams,

VASNHS’ lab manager.

To improve customer service and minimize wait times for Veterans, VASNHS will also be implementing a direct scheduling
option for lab draws in the near future.

Effective June 22. on-site imaging will resume at VA clinics in the Las Vegas valley. Veterans may visit the Northeast, North-
west, Southeast or Southwest VA clinics between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday for general X-ray services. General

X-ray services will also continue via walk-in visits from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily (excluding holidays) at the North Las Vegas VA
Medical Center. All other advanced imaging services are available by appointment only. No imaging services are available at the
Pahrump or MCPO Jesse Dean VA clinics.
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‘We are happy to re-introduce imaging services at our community VA clinics,” said Dr. Melissa Palmer, VASNHS” chief of
Radiology. “The only exception is that we will not be able to see patients who are COVID-19 positive or suspected of having

COVID-19 at our community clinics. Those individuals will need to access imaging services at the VA medical center.”

As one of the first sites nationally to return to in-person care, the expansion of lab and imaging services are the latest actions in a
phased approach to reintroduce care while ensuring a safe environment.

“The safety of Veterans and staff is our highest priority as we continue to expand in-person health care and services for the fore-
seeable future,” said William J. Caron, VASNHS director and chief executive officer. “While we are now offering more face-to-
face appointments, we also continue to maximize personalized virtual care options like telehealth, phone consults and VA Video
Connect, as we know these services have been a valuable link to our Veterans during this challenging time.”

To ensure the safety of Veterans and staff, patients coming to a VASNHS facility for an appointment should be aware of the
following changes:

- Veterans should arrive at facility screening areas no earlier than 15 minutes prior to their scheduled appointment time. If Veter-
ans arrive sooner, they will be asked to wait in their vehicle.

- A no visitor policy is still in effect, meaning the additional visitors will not be permitted to accompany a Veteran to an outpa-
tient appointment unless they are directly assisting or caring for the Veteran during his or her time in the clinic. Additionally, no
children under 18 are currently allowed in VASNHS facilities.

- Anyone entering VASNHS facilities will be screened. Screening includes answering some health-related questions and taking
each person’s temperature. If it is determined an individual is experiencing a health issue that needs to be addressed immediately,
they will be escorted to another location for further evaluation.

- Veterans, staff and any approved visitors are required to wear a mask or other face covering while in VASNHS facilities.

- Veterans and approved visitors are asked to practice physical distancing in all interactions within VASNHS facilities. Waiting
areas have been reconfigured with fewer chairs spaced further apart to support distancing practices in compliance with CDC
guidelines.
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https://www.lasvegas.va.gov/locations/index.asp
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Patricia A. Lechuga 03 Edward H. Loesch 02
William H. Taylor, Sr. 05 Joe R. Ybanez 04
Jeaneene Hubbard-Dunbar 05 Lyndon R. Ruddle 06
Linville E,. Hicher 16 David M. Fivecoats 08
L.E. Curtis, Jr. 16 James A. Hoban 09
Kenneth J. Johnson 17 Susumu S. Arishta 11
Mary Cunningham-Irwin 18 Brandon M. Jones 11
Merle O. Delong 19 Michael C. Stern 12
James W. Dickson 21 John D. Lowther 16
Mariza A. Shaffa 22 Paige K. Livingston 20
Angela Longboat 23 Fletcher (Rick) F. Hantke 22
James W. Leinberger 24 Lester E. Wood 23
Bill L. Sharkey 24 Timothy Manchego 23
Yokiko Knowlton 24 Robert (Rex) S. Butterfield 25
Richard E. Squires 26 Daniel A Kaminski 28

Yusuf Ali 30

Follow us on:

FB: www.facebook.com/ParalyzedVeteransofAmericaNevadaChapter
Twitter: Twitter.com/PVANevada

Instagram: Instagram.com/pvanevada

NATIONAL CRISIS HOTLINE 1/800-273-8255
VETERANS PRESS 1
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= GRAPHICSG Veterans Transportation Service (VTS)

EMBROIDERY

Og‘:ﬁ ggg:ggi‘_ggg Veterans can schedule transportation through their VA primary

www.ckdesignslv.com Care Provider or by calling the VTS office at 1/844-859-5074.
wﬂ::i;’:;;:l‘f;;?;:m Please schedule transportation ahead of your appointment time.




Help Support Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America

Our organization number is YY1 52

Smiths €@
INSPIRING DONATIONS

Support
every time you shop
at Smith’s.

Signing up is free and easy!
1. Go to SmithsFoodandDrug.com/inspire

2. Sign into your digital account or
choose “Create an Account” and
fill in the information.

Link your Rewards Card to your organization:
Enter your organization’s number
or at least 3 letters of your organization’s name
and click ‘Search’, select the organization and
choose ‘Save’.

Then, every time you shop at Smith’s with

your Rewards Card, they donate 0.5% of

your total order to our nonprofit.*

Helpful Information
What purchases qualify?

Just about everything you purchase
during your regular shopping trips! The
only exclusions are alcohol, tobacco,
postage stamps, Smith’s Gift Cards,
re-loadable Gift Cards and debit cards,
lottery and promotional tickets,
Western Union, fuel and sales tax.

Remember, there’s no cost to participate
in this program, and youw’ll still earn fuel
points on eligible purchases every time
you shop.

le purchas
ion for exclu




The ReWalk Exoskeleton-
Suited for Your Mission

Retired Army Sergeant
Terry Vereline crosses
the finish line of the
2019 New York City
Marathon after
walking 26.2 miles in
her ReWalk Exoskeleton.
She received this device
in 2014 and has used it
to take nearly 1,000,000
steps in the past
five years.

What is Your Mission?

Did You Know That . o
Paralyzed US Veterans Whether your goals include experiencing the
May be Eligible For a proven health-related benefits of exoskeleton
ReWalk Exoskeleton? assisted walking, standing to hug a loved one

Contact ReWalk for or completing an entire marathon, ReWalk

More Information can you help you achieve them.

rewalk.com/contact o DS

or 508.251.1154 Option 2 Marborough, MA 01752 Re
www.rewalk.com
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Donor Spotlight
Society of Industrial and Office Realtors

Donor List

Amazon Smile
Bank of America
The Si Redd & Tamara Redd Charitable Foundation
Donors through United Way of Southern Nevada Campaign
Donor’s through Truist
Donors through Benevity
Causecast
The Engelstad Family Foundation
The Frank and Victoria Fertitta Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation
Network for Good
NV Energy Foundation
Operation Gratitude
The Patriot Law Firm
Race 2 Frase 22
Society of Industrial and Office Realtors
Nicola Collins
Karen & Terry Estabrook
Carma Richens
Anthony Del Fante
Mr. & Mrs. James Gregory
David Porter
Bob Richad
Beatrice Cordell
Kevin Clubb
Judith Malcolm
Smith’s
Total Wine & More
Walmart Stores

Help support veterans
Make a donation today!

Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.
Tax ID #31-1647467. Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

Donations can be made in any amount. They will accumulate from January 1—December 31.  Donors will be printed in our
monthly newsletter unless otherwise requested. To make a donation go online to www.nevadapva.org or call 702-646-0040.



Community

Partners

MGM Foundation
Ability Center

Altenburg Studios

Bank of America

Capability Health & Human Services
Catholic War Veterans
City of Las Vegas, Nevada
City of Las Vegas Parks and Recreation
Heaven Can Wait Animal Society
Help Genesis Apartments
Mobility Works
Nevada Council on Problem Gaming
Paralympic Sports Club
Sam’s Club
The Siegel Group
Smith’s
Race 2 Erase 22
The Dana and Christopher Reeve Foundation
The Grand Canyon Tour Company
The NV Energy Foundation

Total Wine & More

United Way of Southern Nevada

Walmart Foundation



HEALTH
CARE | in the 21st Century

‘-' ",;; VA Defining
\Las

Las Vegas VA Medical Center Locations

Mailing Address: VA Southern Nevada Healthcare System, 6900 North Pecos Road, North Las Vegas, NV 89086
Main Number: 702-791-9000 Toll-Free Phone: 1-888-633-7554 VA Pharmacy: 702-791-9076
Toll-Free Nurse Advice Line: 1-877-252-4866

Northeast Primary Care Clinic
4461 East Charleston Boulevard 702-791-9050
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Northwest Primary Care Clinic
3968 North Rancho Drive 702-791-9020
North Las Vegas, NV 89130

Pahrump Community Based Qutpatient Clinic
2100 East Calvada Boulevard 775-727-7535
Pahrump, NV 89048

Southeast Primary Care Clinic

1020 South Boulder Highway 702-791-9030
Henderson, NV 89015

Southwest Primary Care Clinic
7235 South Buffalo Drive 702-791-9040
Las Vegas, NV 89113 :

Community Resource and Referral Center

926 West Owens Avenue 702-791-9077
Las Vegas, NV §9106

702-653-2227

Mike O’Callaghan Federal Medical Center EMERGENCY CARE ONLY

4700 North Las Vegas Boulevard

Las Vegas, NV 89115

Psychosocial Rehab Recovery Center

3525 W. Cheyenne Avenue 702-791-9060
North Las Vegas, NV 89032

Vet Center - Las Vegas
1919 South Jones Boulevard, Suite A 702-251-7873
Las Vegas, NV 89146

Vet Center - Henderson
400 North Stephanie Street, Suite 180 702-791-9100
Henderson, NV 89014

Women’s Health Center
Temporarily at Northeast PCC

4461 East Charleston Boulevard 702-791-9050
Las Vegas, NV 89104




Getting Paralyzed Veterans

Walking Again with Indego®

What is Indego?

A robotic device that enables veterans to
walk again.

Indego is an FDA-approved exoskeleton
worn around the waist and legs that
enables individuals paralyzed from spinal
cord injuries to stand and walk, offering a
new level of independence.

Indego can currently be used with spinal
cord injury levels of T3 to L5 in community
or home settings. The device offers:

* Lightweight, modular design

* Slim profile compatible with
most wheelchairs
Rapid setup and breakdown for
easy transportation

* Can be used with forearm crutches
or walker

Contact us today to find out if
you are eligible to receive an
Indego exoskeleton.

Email: support.indego@parker.com
Phone: 844-846-3346

Watch Marine Veteran Steve Holbert's
story at www.indego.com/veterans



Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America Non-Profit Org.
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Or Current Resident

~— DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORTED US

THE A PAR S OF AMERICA

I-IIGI-IER TAX DEDUCTION;,
ASK US WHY! 702 545-8044 |

Same Day Donation Pick Up! Free Towing!
+ We turn your plates into the DMV for you

* We provide IRS & DMV forms as needed

+ We take vehicles - running or not * Funds support local Vets

+ We help with lost or problem titles » Call for a Free Deduction Estimate

s you ol Meoey e s 0288017 s
Tz e orar pesta o o e @ WM moneymaiter.con |||




