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Be thankful with the present. Never forget the past. 
Trust the future. Let the spirit of Christmas be your guide this 
Holiday season. 



Veterans Transportation Service (VTS) 
 

Veterans can schedule transportation through their VA primary 

Care Provider or by calling the VTS office at 1/844-859-5074.  

Please schedule transportation ahead of your appointment time. 
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Mission Statement 

 

The mission of Nevada PVA is to improve the quality of life of U.S. military veterans and oth-

ers who have spinal cord dysfunction through the use of adaptive sports, recreation, wellness 

programs, outreach, education, research and support. 

 

Disclaimer 

 

The Nevada Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America is a non-profit organization.  We do 

not ask for or receive any money from any federal or state agencies.  All of our  funds are re-

ceived mainly from donations.  All members of the Paralyzed Veterans of America have sus-

tained a spinal cord injury or disease.  This newsletter is a publication of the Nevada chapter and 

is meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, legislation, and other matters of concern to 

veterans and/or members of the disabled community.  The opinions expressed in this publication 

do not necessarily reflect the views of Nevada PVA, its officers, board members, the editor or 

production staff. 



President/ED Report 

by Dan Kaminski and Julie Johnson 

 

Follow us on 

Facebook: 

www.Facebook.com./ParalyzedVeteransofAmericaNevadaChapter 

Twitter: 

Twitter.com/PVANevada 

Instagram: 

Instagram.com/pvanevada 

YouTube: 

www.youtube.com/PVANevada 

 

We are wishing everyone a happy holiday season. Please remember your veterans and those less for-

tunate  

Reflecting on this past year and some of our accomplishments; our expectations on donations have 

been surpassed and  our Adopt- A- Vet program has grown to more than double. We served over 500 

veterans this year with basic needs. So if you or someone you know is a disabled veteran and in need 

of food and hygiene products please let us know and we can get them signed up to our monthly pro-

gram.  

Throughout the year we mentor and sponsor several disabled children’s events. These moments are 

very special to us. We have also helped several families with basic needs as well. 

Our thoughts are with our loved ones and those we have lost this year. We are still praying for those 

who were hurt and in harm’s way in our military and throughout our country. 

We are wishing you all an Amazing New Year!!!! 

Hope to see you next year at our many events including Fishing, 5k, Banquet, Open House, Bowling, 

etc.. 

#NVPVA#VegasStrong 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
December 13 Paralympic Kids Christmas Party 

December 16 Christmas Party 

January 26-27 Boccia Ball Tournament 

NATIONAL CRISIS HOT-

LINE  1/800-273-8255 

VETERANS PRESS 1 

National Director’s Report 
By Lester Wood 

 

I would like to give a big thank you to all those that called the office and members with your prayers and con-

cerns during and after our shooting tragedy here in Las Vegas,   We are starting to heal and get back to normal.  

We ask that you continue to keep us in your prayers. 

 

Recently our Chapter President, ED and I attended the fall board meeting held in San Antonio, Texas.  The 

meetings went very smoothly with David Zurfluh as our new president.  We had about ten resolutions to go 

over and pass.  Most of them were housekeeping resolutions of verbiage changes., one being sent back to the 

resolution committee.  We were able to also solve a couple of budget problems. 

 

While at the meeting we learned that Executive Director, Sherman Gillum's had stepped down as our PVA ED.  

We which him well in his future endeavors.  

 

With the holidays fast approaching, we mat the Nevada Chapter wish you all a safe and happy holidays. 

 

At the end of hardship comes happiness. 



Step Outside Program 
 
The grandkids and kids all came up for a visit and the last meal together before they depart was at the Little Reno 
Nugget home of the Awful, Awful Burger.  This is one of those burgers that one has to experience in their lifetime. 
You get a 1/2 lb. burger cooked as specified, on a decent sized bun that doesn’t fall apart like most larger ones, and 
comes with as many condiments as one could want,. Either on the side or on the burger.  My grandson (age 4) had 
the Awesome Dog, a larger 1/4 lb. beast that he processed about the only description of how he devoured it/.  My 
oldest granddaughter had a White Cheddar Grilled Cheese that was devoured with the same gusto, but more refined 
than her brother.  My wife had the Fish and Fires which were mildly seasoned.  Naturally, everything disappeared 
rapidly, especially as we had all been outdoors the previous four hours.  There wasn’t much in the way of leftovers 
Tom Hudson. 
 
I rode my handcycle from Pahrump to Billings,. MT and spent the night and resupplied.  Met the rest of my group0 
then on to Yellowstone.  I spent seven day in Yellowstone fishing,. Sightseeing, canoeing and camping. 
 
It was the first time in over 65 years that I had been there.  I had a great time and it is all thanks to the Nevada 
Chapter of PVA. R Chris W Christensen 

“There is only one way to avoid criticism: do nothing, 

say nothing and be nothing.”  Aristotle 

Sports Report 

by Marc Fenn, Sports Director 

 

Big winners of our tournament were: 

 

Al Uttecht 1st Place A Division  Jim Rice       2nd Place A Division 

Grant Buehler 1st Place B Division  Toodie Perry 2nnd Place B Division  

George Holscher 1st Place Scratch   Mark Shepherd 2nd Place Scratch 

 

Dave Nelson 3rd Place A Divison 

Henry Walters 3rd Place B Division 

Shawn Beam 3rd Place Scratch 

 

 

We just completed another successful Bowling Tournament.  We had 

bowlers from all over the country compete in this annual event.  We also 

held our annual Up/Down Bowl which once again raised money for our 

programs.   



Al Uttecht, George Holscher, Grant Buehler 



1st Place Winners in the Up/Down Bowl 



Membership—174 

 

 

Decision Ready Claims—New VA Initiative 

By Ian Kenner, National Service Officer 

 

 

.Most Veterans I come in contact with tell me about years past, when claims would take one to two years to 

complete. I could not fathom the frustration our Veterans had to experience in that instance, especially if the 

claim was denied! 

The VA has worked diligently to look for new ways to decrease the time of claims. A new initiative in this re-

gard is called the DRC process, aka the Decision Ready Claim process. 

What is this, you might ask? This is a way of a National Service Officer or Accredited Secretary to file for an 

increase of an already service connected condition. There are some contingencies in this regard, but overall this 

program looks promising: 

A thirty day completion window: This is massively misleading, as it is thir ty days from the completion 

of evidence gathering. If there is an increase in condition/s, then either a disability questionnaire (DBQ) 

needs to be submitted showing the increase from a medical provider, or, an exam would have to take 

place BEFORE the exam for evidence. (This is massively foreign to me that an exam would take place 

pre-exam) 

How this process is started:  If no evidence is in place, a VA Form 21-22 (if no power of attorney is on 

file), VA Form 21-0966 (intent to file), and a VA Form 21-4138 (statement in support of claim) would 

have to be uploaded into the VA system to establish a claim. The VA Form 21-4138 would detail what 

conditions would need to be examined for increase so as to have the compensation and pension examin-

er review and render an opinion as to whether an increase is warranted or not. If all evidence is in place, 

then a VA Form 21-526EZ, Claim application, and disability questionnaire (DBQ) would be uploaded 

for immediate rating. 

Claims that cannot be filed in this process: There are many limitations as to what can actually be filed 

through the DRC process: Initial claims, secondary claims, incarcerated Veterans, pension, claims 

signed by service officers, individual unemployability, etc. are not acceptable through this process. 

Compensation and Pension Examiners are contractors: These examiner s would not be VA employees. 

I would definitely make the Veteran aware, as many Veterans – especially in the Reno/Tahoe area, pre-

fer the Reno VA Medical examinations versus a contracted doctor examining. 

This is just a brief overview of the system. For simple claims, such as an increase to hearing loss, headaches, etc. 

this might save time in the claim process. To see the actual timeline once a claim has been processed will dictate 

whether this route is faster and more effective or not. 

Always feel free to reach out to your National Service Officer if you have any questions with this new concept or 

any other issues that arise. We are here to help you through this process! 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  to help out at any of our events, please contact the office.  We are always 

looking for committed volunteers. 



AMAZON FUNDRAISER 
 

Don’t forget when shopping on Amazon.com sign up for 

their “Smile” program.  All you need to do is type in 

www.amazon.com/smile then pick Nevada Paralyzed 

Veterans as your  char ity and shop.  Amazon will give us 

a percentage of all sales but you have to make sure your are 

Mention us and get a 

10% discount 

December 

 
Shane W Irwin  04 Robert E. Stilz  11 Carol CeCe Davy  24 

Richard S. Chadwell 04 Steven R. Simmons 15 Jan P. Thomas  25 

John E. Kennedy  09 Donald  G. McCrory 18 Lawrence L. Cook 26 

Alan D. Britton  10 Kenneth J. Sandoval 21 Lillian Curtis  27 

Tom H. Hudson  10 John E. King  22 Ina R. Edwards  30  

David M. Perelman 11 

 

                                                          January 

 
Jane Kaiser  02 Ali Jahanfard  15 Lauretta A. Graham 24 

Mervyn H. Kaya  02 Robert Phelps  18 David Meiklejohn 25 

Julie Johnson  04 Paul M. Winter  18 Jody Rodarmel  27 

Louis N. Rocco  08 Robert J. Grand, Jr. 18 Derek Curtis  28 

Tx. P.D. Vogler  08 Lola J. Smith  19 David E. Gray  28 

Norman B. Woods 13 Robert D. Nolan  19 Francisco C. Novero 30 

Joseph R. Cypher  14 Samuel P. Whitt  22      

 
 

You served us, now let us serve you.  United Restoration 

Services specializes in water damage, mold remediation, fire 

smoke damage and repairs.  We work with all insurance com-

panies, but when we walk through your door, we work for 

you.  Call to set up your free inspection and estimate.  Special 

discounts for veterans.  

 

United Restoration Services 

702/375-6104 

scott@unitedrestorationserviceslv.com 





 

Donor Spotlight 
 

Bank of America 
Thank you for  your generous grant for our Adopt-A-Vet Program 

   

Donor List  

USAA 

Lee O’Brien 

The Si Redd & Tamara Redd Charitable Foundation 

Donors through United Way of Southern Nevada Campaign 

Donor’s through Truist 

The Engelstad Family Foundation 

MGM Resorts Foundation 

NV Energy Foundation 

Operation Gratitude 

Nicola Collins 

Karen Diiullo 

Shane Derby 

Carma Richens  

Northwest Arms 

Brent Kessler 

Hilda Leuck 

Anthony Del Fante 

Bob Richad 

Beatrice Cordell 

Kevin Clubb 

Judith Malcolm 

Capt. Mark E. Semmler, USN 

Smith’s 

 

Help support veterans 

Make a donation today! 
 

Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.  

Tax ID #31-1647467. Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Donations can be made in any amount. They will accumulate from January 1—December 31.     Donors will be printed in our 
monthly newsletter unless otherwise requested. To make a donation go online to www.nevadapva.org or call 702-646-0040. 



Community  

Partners 

 

Ability Center 

 

Bank of America 

 

Catholic War Veterans 

 

C & K Designs 

 

City of Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

City of Las Vegas Parks and Recreation 

 

Easter Seals 

 

Endeavor Media Group (EMG) 

 

Heaven Can Wait Animal Society 

 

Help Genesis Apartments 

 

La Quinta 

 

Mobility Works 

 

Paralympic Sports Club 

 

Sam’s Club 

 

Security National Mortgage 

 

Smith’s 

 

The Grand Canyon Tour Company 

 

The NV Energy Foundation 

 

United Health Group 

 

United Way of Southern Nevada 

 
USAA 
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