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It is with deepest regret that we report the
passing of one of our long time
members and Past President, Michael Stern.

Mike was retired US Army, retired Federal
Attorney, and former Magistrate
Commonwealth of Virginia.

As Army Special Forces he was assigned to
MACVSOG, worked out of CCC & CCN, was
stationed in Vietnam for three tours. He
earned a law degree from the University of
Alabama while enlisted.

After retiring from the Army he worked for
the Department of the Air Force, Department
of the Navy, Department of the Army, GSA
and Department of the Treasury. Taught law
at the School for the Defense Acquisition Uni-
versity and then was selected as a Magistrate
in Virginia. Retired in 1999.

Mike served as President of Nevada PVA
2008-2012. During his tenure we won the
Outstanding Chapter Award from National.

Rest in Peace, Mike
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Mission Statement

The mission of Nevada PVA is to improve the quality of life of U.S. military veterans and oth-
ers who have spinal cord dysfunction through the use of adaptive sports, recreation, wellness
programs, outreach, education, research and support.

Disclaimer

The Nevada Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America is a non-profit organization. We do
not ask for or receive any money from any federal or state agencies. All of our funds are re-
ceived mainly from donations. All members of the Paralyzed Veterans of America have sus-
tained a spinal cord injury or disease. This newsletter is a publication of the Nevada chapter and
1s meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, legislation, and other matters of concern to
veterans and/or members of the disabled community. The opinions expressed in this publication
do not necessarily reflect the views of Nevada PV A, its officers, board members, the editor or
production staff.



President/Executive Director Report
by Dan Kaminski and Julie Johnson

Can you believe its September already? We hope to see you all at our Annual
General Membership & Awards Banquet on September 10™ 6pm at the
Aliante Casino. Please RSVP by August 24™ with your meal selection. FYI-
you will have to sign a waiver to enter, the whole covid insurance policy
these days.

We will be preforming buddy checks once again which is our board members
calling our membership to see how they are doing and if they need anything
as well as to update them on upcoming events.

Veterans Day is coming up and each year we participate in the Veterans Day
Parade. If you would like to join our group to walk or roll the parade route,
we would love your company. We are always looking for help with carrying
our banner and having a big group. Call Ann at 702-646-0040. Afterwards we
go out for lunch, and you all are welcomed to join us.

UPCOMING EVENTS
September 10" General Membership & Awards Banquet 6pm
September 20" Arcadia Earth 1pm
September 26™ Reno — Movies — 11:30am
September 26" Reno - ACES Game -6:05pm
September 27" Reno — Adaptive Sports Clinic & Lunch
October 8" Fishing/Boat Ride at Lake Mead
December 1% Up/Down Bowl Sunset Station
December 1-4 Bowling Tournament Sunset Station
December 10™ Holiday Party 12pm-2pm

Please call our office at 702-646-0040 for information or to RSVP for any
of the above events.



Service Officer’s Report

by Jason McDonald, NSO

SFC Heath Robinson Honoring Our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics
PACT) Act 2022

Most of you that have been watching the news lately have most likely heard of the Honoring Our
PACT Act 2022. Setting all the politics aside have you wondered what does the act contain and what
does it do for us as Veteran’s? The Act if passed and signed into law will expand many sections of Ti-
tle 38 Code of Federal Regulations.

One section of this Act proposes to make the following changes for Vietnam Era Veteran’s by now
expanding presumptive service-connections for diseases associated with exposure to certain herbicides
(Agent Orange) who served in certain locations (covered service) as follows:

¢ Performed in Thailand at any US or Royal Thai base during the period beginning on January 9,
1962 and ending on June 30, 1976 without regard to where on the base the Veteran was located or
what military job specialty the veteran performed,;

¢ Performed in Laos during the period beginning on December 1, 1965 and ending September 30,
1969;

¢ Performed in Cambodia at Mimot or Krek, Kampong Cham Province during the period beginning
on April 16, 1969 and ending April 30, 1969 or

¢ Performed on Guam or American Samoa, or in the territorial waters thereof, during the period be-
ginning on January 9, 1962 and ending on July 31, 1980 or service on Johnston Atoll or on a ship
that called at Johnston Atoll during the period beginning on January 1, 1972 and ending on Sep-
tember 30, 1977.

In addition, to the covered service mention previously, the following additional diseases associated
with exposure to certain herbicide agents for which there is presumption of service connection will be
added:

¢ Monoclonal Gammopathy of Undetermined Significance (MGUS)
¢ Hypertension.

As stated this is just one section covered in the Act. It further covers many expansions for presump-
tions of toxic exposures (burn pits), presumptions of radiation exposure on Enewetak Atoll, Palomares,
Spain or Thule, Greenland and much more. For more information on this Act and to stay up to date
you can visit the following website at https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3967/
text.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3967/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3967/text

Legislative News

Washington Update

New Veterans Crisis Line Phone Number

Effective July 16, veterans now have the option of calling 988 (then press 1) to connect with caring,
qualified responders for 24/7 crisis support. In response to the National Suicide Hotline Designation
Act designating the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, the VA has made it more user friendly to access
the Veterans Crisis Line.

While 988 is a new option for contacting the Veterans Crisis Line, the original number: 1-800-273-
8255 (then press 1), remains available, and veterans can continue to reach out via chat at VeteransCri-
sisLine.net/Chat or by text to 838255.

Amtrak Plans for Greater Accessibility

Amtrak recently released information on planned upgrades to Amtrak trains that will improve efficien-
cy and reduce environmental impacts while increasing accessibility and comfort for passengers. Ac-
cess features will include inductive hearing loops, accessible restrooms and vestibules, an accessible
food service car, and lifts for customers with mobility disabilities. Lee Page, Senior Associate Advo-
cacy Director, and Heather Ansley, Associate Executive Director of Government Relations, toured a
mockup of the new cars in Philadelphia earlier this month to provide feedback on proposed accessibil-
ity features.

~_DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORTED US
JA PARA VETERANS or AMERICA

{ HIGHER TAX DEDUCTION,

ASK US WHY! (702) 545-8044
Same Day Donation Pick Up! Free Towing!

+ We turn your plates into the DMV for you
+ We provide IRS & DMV forms as needed

+ We take vehicles - running or not * Funds support local Vets

+ We help with lost or problem titles « Call for a Free Deduction Estimate
« We Pickup Cars, Trucks, RV’s, Motorcycles, Boats, Airplanes & Construction Equipment

Some Restrictions Apply

T advertise in you sl Meney Madar sl T02-380.1757
525
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https://media.amtrak.com/2021/07/amtrak-to-transform-rail-travel-with-7-3-billion-investment-in-state-of-the-art-equipment/

Our President, Dan Kaminski attended the National Veterans Wheelchair Games in Tempe, AZ
and came home with several medals: Gold in Motor Rally & Slalom

Silver in Table Tennis

Bronze in Power Soccer

Congratulations!




Our members were invited to Honoring Heroes and had a meal pre-
pared by our home town chef Guy Fieri
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Thank you to our Adopt-A-Vet Volunteers




Our bowling teams participated at the Military Bowling Tournament
held at the Southpoint Casino & Hotel.

THANK YOU VFW AUX John Lukac Post 12093 for the $2,000 donation for our Adopt-A-Vet Program

v If your a veteran in need of food & hygiene products in Nevada please reach out so we can take care

v

of you




RTHDAY

July

Mary Cunningham-Irwin
L.E. Curtis

Isabel Darensbourg

Merle Delong

James Dickson

Linville Hincher

Jeanenne Hubbard-Dunbar
Kenneth Johnson

Yokiko Knowlton
Patricia Lechuga
James Leinberger
Mariza Shaffa
Bill Sharkey
Richard Squires
William Taylor
Celisa Willette

August

Yusuf Ali

Susumu Arishita
Rickey Bossert
Robert Butterfield
Roger Dowty

David Fivecoats
Richard (Rick) Hantke
James Hoban
Brandon Jones

Daniel Kaminski
Paige Livingston
Edward Loesch
John Lowther
Timothy Manchego
Ted Perelman
Marci Piccirilli
Lyndon Ruddle
Lester Wood

Joe Ybanez

September

Cedrick Arinwine
Robert Artz
Darnell Calahan
Ron Cantagallo
Dominic Cirino
Judy Cobb

Norman Cruz

Joseph Hauk

Christina Kelley
Christopher McMahon
Ted Stuart

James Wakefield

Follow us on:

FB: www.facebook.com/ParalyzedVeteransofAmericaNevadaChapter
Twitter: Twitter.com/PVANevada
Instagram: Instagram.com/pvanevada




Donor Spotlight
VFW 12093

Donor List
Deanna Ackerman

Michael Alexander Clyde MacElrath
America’s Charities Carmela Monahan
Bea Barbarito MCA Realty .
Patricia Bourdage MGM Foundation
Brokers Commercial Vegas, LLC MGM Resorts . .
Barbara Chambers Naby Federal Credit Union
Connell & Associates LTD Nej[work for GO(?d
Tobey Cummings Ra1der§ Foundation
Marcela Custer qu R1cha.rd
Patti Dillon Michael Richmond
Enterprise Holdings Foundation Freq Schultz‘
Terry Estabrook Maria A. Smith .
Fidelity Charitable Charles H Stogt Foundation
Jason Federico Sun Commercial Real Estate Inc.
Jeff Gurney Sweetlaqd PLLC .

The Patriot Law Firm

Hogs & Heifers Saloon

John Johnson The Robert W & Jo Ann Linge Family Trust

Robert Kaufman
Kayo Ener
Kry gy Help support veterans
- oger ) ) Make a donation today!
Links for Life Foundation Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of
America is a 501(c)(3)
. non-profit charitable organization.
Communlty Tax ID #31-1647467. Your gift is
tax-deductible to the full extent of
Partners the fav:

Donations can be made in any
amount. They will accumulate
from January 1—December 31.
Donors will be printed in our

Tropicana Hotel and Casino Paralympic Sports Club

MGM Resorts Foundation The Siegel Group monthly newsletter unless other-
Elks Lodee #1468 Smith’s wise requested. To make a dona-
S Race 2 Erase 22 tion go online to

Bank of America

Capability Health & Human Services
Catholic War Veterans

City of Las Vegas Parks and Recreation
Help Genesis Apartments

Mobility Works

Nevada Council on Problem Gaming

www.nevadapva.org or call 702-

The NV Energy Foundation 646-0040.

Total Wine & More

United Way of Southern Nevada
Raiders Foundation

Southwest Gas

Vegas Golden Knights
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2022

DVIE & SNACK RENO ACES GAME
. 11:30 AM 6:05 PM
- N: CENTURY SUMMIT SIERRA |LOCATION: GREATER NEVADA FIELD
13965 SOUTH VIRGINIA STREET 250 EVANS AVENUE
RENO, NV 89511 RENO, NV 89501

v TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2022

-~ MEMBERSHIP MEETING, ADAPTIVE SPORT CLINICS
- (WHEELCHAIR RUGBY & BOCCIA BALL) AND LUNCH
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
LOCATION: EVELYN MOUNT NORTHEAST
COMMUNITY CENTER
1301 VALLEY ROAD
RENO, NV 89512

RSVP BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2022
1 (650) 399-5296 OR AMARAL@BAWPVA.ORG

IPVA Ga IPVA

Paralyzed Veterans of America Paralyzed Veterans of America

Nevada Chapter



Join Us For The Gentleman's League's 5th Annual  GENT |_T|H5E|v| AN'S

TOURNAMENT
NEVADA PARALYZED
TO BENEFIT \/ETERANS OF AMERICA

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
|

REGISTRATION STARTS AT 10AM

« $100 Individual Buy-In

. Unlimited $100 re-buys for the first 3 blind levels

. $500 Business Sponsorship (includes two player seats)
» Silent Auction

« All Donations are 100% Tax Deductible

RSVP T0: MP\fA € Kozt bl

LAS VEGAS

INFO@TGLLV.ORG e

a Chapter




TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH!

« Eliminate slesp deprivation

» Prevent pneumonia and other respiratory problems

» Prevent painful and life-threatening pressure
Injuries (bed sores) -

The Freedom Bed Is the most
advanced patient positioning
system on the market, providing:

[ AUTOMATED BODY ROTATION

[ PROGRAMMABLE TIMES & ANGLES

" SMOOTH AND SILENT OFERATION

" UNINTERRUPTED SLEEP

One of our represantatives will be plaased to sxplain the features
and benefits of THE FREEDOM BED, our value-added programs
and sarvices offersd.

YA F35 CONTRALT: ¥J4F79720D0104

EMAL: INFOGPRO-BED.COM & Pro Bep

WEB: WWW.PRO-BED.COM Mnclnd LISA Inc.




Separating from the Military?

It is critical to file a VA Disability Claim while on active
duty. This is your best opportunity to maximize your
VA Disability Rating.

CALL (866) 412-8135 OR
VISIT VACLAIM.ORG FOR
A RISK-FREE CONSULTATION

| - P VETERAN
\‘f BENEFITS GUIDE

Guiding All Veterans to the Benefits they Deserve!

b Benefiln Guide prov e guidancs bo U8 My Vlerarm reca b ing WA Dissslily Comgenition By ghing Sem S ool amd resources needed is seisse
"n“_&“ﬂ e L .f' il Gk -:“'-‘ .!I-n‘ Euﬁmmmuwﬁw

Mot of o ataltitizn en Wk of sy pe e aiil.

Resources related to Afghanistan

Veterans who served in Afghanistan may be experiencing a range of challenging emotions related to the
U.S withdrawal from the country and the events unfolding now. Veterans who served during other conflicts
may also be feeling strong emotions as they may be reminded of their own deployment experiences.
Here is a list of available resources, call center information, peer support, and other community services:
NVDS - Local Vet Center groups
Vet Centers — Discuss how you feel with other Veterans in these community-based counseling cen-
ters. 70% of Vet Center staff are Veterans. Call 1-877-927-8387
Veterans Crisis Line — If you are having thoughts of suicide, call 1-800-273-8255, then PRESS 1
or visit hitp://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
For emergency mental health care, you can also go directly to your local VA medical center 24/7
regardless of your discharge status or enrollment in other VA health care.
VA Women Veterans Call Center — Call or text 1-855-829-6636 (M-F 8AM — 10PM & SAT 8AM
— 6:30PM ET)
VA Caregiver Support Line — Call 1-855-260-3274 (M-F 8AM — 10PM & SAT 8AM — 5PM ET)
Download VA’s self-help apps — Tools to help deal with common reactions like, stress, sadness,
and anxiety. You can also track your symptoms over time.
VA Mental Health Services Guide — This guide will help you sign up and access mental health
services.
MakeTheConnection.net — information, resources, and Veteran to Veteran videos for challenging
life events and experiences with mental health issues.
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) — Tragedy Assistance Program For Survi-
vors (TAPS) Is Here For You! or call 800-959-TAPS (8277)
If you are struggling, the worst thing you can do is nothing. Don’t be afraid to lean on your Veteran com-

munity and please consider reaching out to VA if you would like to learn more about what is available.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fveterans.nv.gov%252Fva-provides-veterans-myriad-of-resources-
tel:18779278387
tel:18002738255
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.veteranscrisisline.net%252F%26cf%3D5570%26v%3D12f304bd8f42
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.va.gov%252Ffind-locations%252F%26cf%3D5570%26v%3D44929b02
tel:18558296636
tel:18552603274
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.ptsd.va.gov%252Fappvid%252Fmobile%252F%26cf%3D5570%26v%3D
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.va.gov%252Ffiles%252F2020-11%252Fmental-health-quick-star
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.maketheconnection.net%252F%26cf%3D5570%26v%3Deddbceb72645
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.taps.org%252F%26cf%3D5570%26v%3D1688273af34563c8c36e74b55a
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.taps.org%252F%26cf%3D5570%26v%3D1688273af34563c8c36e74b55a
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.taps.org%252F%26cf%3D5570%26v%3D1688273af34563c8c36e74b55a
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.icptrack.com%2Ficp%2Frelay.php%3Fr%3D41415211%26msgid%3D275832%26act%3D0A1D%26c%3D1773369%26destination%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.taps.org%252F%26cf%3D5570%26v%3D1688273af34563c8c36e74b55a
tel:+12025888277

0N Defining

CARE | in the 21st Century

Las Vegas VA Medical Center Locations

Mailing Address: VA Southern Nevada Healthcare System, 6900 North Pecos Road, North Las Vegas, NV 89086
Main Number: 702-791-9000 Toll-Free Phone: 1-888-633-7554 VA Pharmacy: 702-791-9076
Toll-Free Nurse Advice Line: 1-877-252-4866

Northeast Primary Care Clinic
4461 East Charleston Boulevard 702-791-9050
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Northwest Primary Care Clinic
3968 North Rancho Drive 702-791-9020
North Las Vegas, NV 89130

Pahrump Community Based Outpatient Clinic
2100 East Calvada Boulevard 775-727-7535
Pahrump, NV 89048

Southeast Primary Care Clinic

1020 South Boulder Highway 702-791-9030
Henderson, NV 89015

Southwest Primary Care Clinic
7235 South Buffalo Drive 702-791-9040
Las Vegas, NV 89113 ;

Community Resource and Referral Center

926 West Owens Avenue 702-791-9077
Las Vegas, NV 89106

702-653-2227

Mike O’Callaghan Federal Medical Center EMERGENCY CARE ONLY

4700 North Las Vegas Boulevard
Las Vegas, NV 89115

Psychosocial Rehab Recovery Center

3525 W. Cheyenne Avenue 702-791-9060
North Las Vegas, NV 89032

Vet Center - Las Vegas
1919 South Jones Boulevard, Suite A 702-251-7873
Las Vegas, NV 89146

Vet Center - Henderson
400 North Stephanie Street, Suite 180 702-791-9100
Henderson, NV 89014

Women’s Health Center

Temporarily at Northeast PCC
4461 East Charleston Boulevard 702-791-9050
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Veterans Transportation Service (VTS) NATIONAL CRISIS HOTLINE

Veterans can schedule transportation through their VA primary Care Provider or by 1/800-273-8255
calling the VTS office at 1/844-859-5074. Please schedule transportation ahead of
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