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The NV Energy Foundation recently participated in our “Day in a Chair” event in honor of 

Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month.  Tony Sanchez, VP Government and Community Strat-

egy, presented us with a check to be used for our Adopt-A-Vet Program to help homeless and 

low income veterans in our community. 
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Mission Statement 

 

The mission of Nevada PVA is to improve the quality of life of U.S. military veterans and oth-

ers who have spinal cord dysfunction through the use of adaptive sports, recreation, wellness 

programs, outreach, education, research and support. 

 

Disclaimer 

 

The Nevada Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America is a non-profit organization.  We do 

not ask for or receive any money from any federal or state agencies.  All of our  funds are re-

ceived mainly from donations.  All members of the Paralyzed Veterans of America have sus-

tained a spinal cord injury or disease.  This newsletter is a publication of the Nevada chapter and 

is meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, legislation, and other matters of concern to 

veterans and/or members of the disabled community.  The opinions expressed in this publication 

do not necessarily reflect the views of Nevada PVA, its officers, board members, the editor or 

production staff. 
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September was filled with a lot of community involvement and awareness for Spinal Cord Awareness Month.  I 

took a tour of six different non-profits to see what they had to offer and for me to let them know what we do. 

 

NV Energy and Smith’s participated in our “Day in a Chair” to promote awareness. 

 

Nevada PVA sponsored a Pizza Party for the Nevada Veterans Home in Boulder City.  We ordered 22 pizza’s and 

boy did they fly off the shelves.  It’s always great getting to spend time with our elder veterans, they have such 

great stories. 

 

The annual Veterans Service Fair was held at the East Las Vegas Community Center and over 400 low income 

and homeless veterans came through for services.  Nevada PVA gave out care packages.  A big thanks to Opera-

tion Gratitude for their in-kind donation. 

 

Foodie Fest will be held at Sunset Station and once again we will be out there so please look for our booth and 

stop by and say hello.  

 

Disability Awareness Day is October 15th at the Mirabelli Center 10 am-2 pm.  It is free so come on out and get 

some great information.. 

 

As always if there is anything we can help  you with or if you have any suggestions for us to do or take part in 

please give us a call. 

President/ED Report 

by Dan Kaminski and Julie Johnson 

 

Follow us on 

Facebook: 

www.Facebook.com./ParalyzedVeteransofAmericaNevadaChapter 

Twitter: 

Twitter.com/PVANevada 

Instagram: 

Instagram.com/pvanevada 

YouTube: 

www.youtube.com/PVANevada 

 



National Director’s Report 
By Lester Wood 

This summer I had the opportunity to attend the Nevada Veteran Council Meeting.  Many military organizations 

were there to discuss legislative ideas and report any updates as to their efforts.  The meeting was hosted by  

Assemblyman Chris Edwards, whose main purpose was to highlight those politicians that help and support our 

military families.  With the National Election approaching, the idea is to support those who support us. 

 

I was unable to attend the last Veteran of the Month Award but want to send our congratulations to Kenneth Rob-

erts and Veterans Support of the Month  Southern Nevada Patriot Guard Riders for their awards, presented by 

Governor Sandoval. 

 

I recently attended a veterans benefits workshop presented by Congresswoman Dina Titus, it was for Veterans, 

their spouses, and survivors to learn how to plan for the future, and access earned benefits and services.  Talks 

were given by the VA Medical Center Director, and those from the benefits office.  Many questions were asked 

and many were answered or told who to contact for further help.  It was a very productive day for many that at-

tended. 

 

Thanks Congresswoman Titus for helping many in our military and their families to receive the help they need. 

 

If you can’t be a pencil to write someone’s happiness, then try to be a nice eraser to remove their sadness. 

Improving Disability Access 
By Lawrence Brown 

 
 
Wheelchair and guide assistance at airports and on aircraft. 
Transports of wheelchairs and other mobility aids in aircraft. 
Accessible aircraft seating accommodations. 
Travel with service animals. 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America worked with a cross disability coalition to provide joint comments on the proposal 
to create the advisory committee and government relations for PVA.  There are a lot of issues beyond this that are 
of concern and we want to make sure that any negotiation process is fair and inclusive. 
 
Access would address a very narrow scope of issues with the Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA), which guarantees 
that people with disabilities receive consistent and non-discriminatory treatment during air travel and requires air 
carriers to accommodate their needs. 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America is working with congress to legislate broader changes to the ACAA.  Among 
those legislative changes is an amendment to the Senate’s version of the Federal Aviation Administration Reau-
thorization under the ACAA through the Department of Justice.  Anyone with a disability who has had a negative 
or positive experience while flying can share stories, photos and videos on PVA’s new website airaccess30.org 
 
Air Committee 
 
Paralyzed Veterans of America has a voice on a new committee looking to make air travel easier for people with 
disabilities.  Whether to require an accessible lavatory on new single aisle aircraft over a certain size.  A study on 
airport accessibility best practices.  A study on in cabin wheelchair restraint systems.  A report on training poli-
cies regarding assistance for persons with disabilities. 



Sports Report 
by Marc Fenn, Sports Director 

Don’t forget our Bowling Tournament at Sunset Station, December 1-4.  Our Up/Down Bowl is on Friday 

night, December 2nd, registration is at 6 pm and the event starts at 7 pm  If you are interested in participating 

in either event, contact our office.  The Up/Down Bowl is our bowling fundraiser.  This is a great way for the 

public to interact with wheelchair bowlers.  Three able body bowlers will be assigned a wheelchair bowler to 

make a team of four.  The cost is $25 per person and the first place team wins $500. 



In order to bring awareness to our community during Spinal Cord Awareness Month two of our local compa-

nies volunteer to have their employees participate in  a “day in a chair” whereby they did their jobs in wheel-

chairs and then shared their experiences with us.  We are truly grateful to them for supporting us and brining 

awareness to their employees, 

NV Energy.  Three of their  employees volunteered to par ticipate to see what it would be like to do 

their jobs in a wheelchair,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Kelly Oakley—Found it to be a very sobering experience, things he took for granted like opening a door or 

gate where difficult in a wheelchair.  Very tiring on his arms and he found that people would not look at him, 

even people he knew would turn away.  Found doors to be a major challenge. 

Ben Brewer—Found problems with the carpeting, the static caused by rolling on the carpeting and then 

touching his desk, computer and even the buttons on the elevator.  Tiring rolling on carpet compared to tile. 

Linda Garver—Arms got very tired.  Found it awkward turning and trying to angle the chair correctly at desk  

Could not just scoot over like chair, had to back up and try to angle in correctly.  Turns were a challenge and 

not smashing hands and fingers on walls and doors also a challenge. 

Smith’s—Store Director, David Huffer and his staff at Store #334 participated in the event.  They stated “it 

really gave us some perspective on what people in chairs go through.”  “It was a humbling experience.”   

DAY IN A CHAIR 

NV Energy 

Smith’s 



Veterans Transportation Service (VTS) 
 

Veterans can schedule transportation through their VA primary Care Pro-

vider or by calling the VTS office at 1/844-859-5074.  Please schedule 

transportation ahead of your appointment time. 

Legislative News 

 

Paralyzed Veterans of America Applauds Fair Pay and Safe 
Workplaces Executive Order 

Below is an excerpt from PVA’s Press Release: 

“Order strengthens discrimination prevention against veterans and people with disabilities 

Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed Veterans) today applauded the Obama Administra-

tion for issuing final regulations and guidance implementing the Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces 

Executive Order, originally signed by the President in July of 2014.The executive order and 

regulations are of particular importance to veterans and people with disabilities because they 

provide greater oversight of federal contractors, and hold them accountable for discrimination 

and civil rights violations. 
  

Every American should be protected against discrimination of any kind in the workplace, and 

Paralyzed Veterans of America commends President Obama for taking this action,” said Exec-

utive Director Sherman Gillums, Jr. “The American workforce is increasingly diverse. As a re-

sult, upholding an equal opportunity to work is vital. The executive order will help prevent dis-

crimination against veterans and people with disabilities by requiring that violations of labor and 

employment rights laws—such as the Americans with Disabilities Act, Vietnam Era Veterans’ 

Readjustment Assistance Act and Section 503 of the Rehabilitation Act—be among the consid-

erations taken into account by the federal government in its contracting process.” 

  
Overall, the action will help protect taxpayers, law-abiding businesses, and the more than one-
in-five Americans employed by companies that do business with the federal government. 
These final regulations will allow contracting agencies to begin implementing the order and 
identify companies with egregious violations. They can then be held accountable for amending 
their procedures before they receive any future contracts.” 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October  6      Veterans Service Fair 

October 6-9          Foodie Fest at Sunset Station 

October 15           Disability Awareness Day at the Mirabelli Center 

November 4         Toys For Tots Golf Tournament 

December 1-4 Annual Nevada PVA Bowling Tournament 

December 2          Up/Down Bowl 

December 17 Annual Christmas Party & Toys for Tots Drive at Howard Leiburn Senior Center 



 “Be strong when you are weak, brave when you are scared, and humble 

when you are victorious.” 

 

Dependency Claims: Now Easier than Ever to Complete! 
By Ian Kenner, National Service Officer 

 

As most  Veterans look to file for compensation benefits, the one aspect most  of us face is 

waiting for the dependency claim to go through. 

 

This traditionally is a laborious process, that involves marriage and divorce decrees, proof of 

college if the child is between the ages of 18-25 etc.  This can be very frustrating for the Vet-

eran and make the Veteran not want to even bother to pursue this claim! 

 

The traditional process would involve the Veteran completing VA Form 21-686C, Declara-

tion of Dependents Form being faxed in with the marriage and divorce decrees (and/or proof 

of college attendance for ages 18-25), then waiting for a VA employee at a Regional Office 

on a Non-Rating Team to actually add the claim onto the award.  Many Veteran Service Rep-

resentatives (VSR’s) complain that it is a lot of work, and the representatives, working on a 

point system, do not get enough points to pursue the workload unless specifically asked! 

 

However, we at Paralyzed Veterans of America now have access within the VA system to as-

sist the Veteran online, where many claims can be completed within twenty to thrity minutes 

and the award can be generated sometimes within a matter of days. 

 

To pursue these claims for dependency within this VA system, we need all of the proper in-

formation:  marriage/divorce dates, locations, social security numbers, birth dates, etc.  This 

can easily be explained if you contact either our Las Vegas or Reno locations by either the 

Service Officer or Accredited Secretary. 

 

Once all information is gathered from the Veteran, the National Service Officer can take the 

information and file the claim in a Veterans Administration system, usually the process if fair-

ly quick and the claims are processed accordingly, 

 

Once the claim is finalized, an award letter is generated along with the retroactive award 

amount (if any!). 

 

Please note:  You must be service connected thirty percent or higher by the Veterans Admin-

istration to be eligible for this benefit. 
 

NATIONAL CRISIS HOTLINE  

1/800-273-8255 

VETERANS PRESS 1 



AMAZON FUNDRAISER 
 

Don’t forget when shopping on Amazon.com sign up for 

their “Smile” program.  All you need to do is type in 

www.amazon.com/smile then pick Nevada Paralyzed 

Veterans as your  char ity and shop.  Amazon will give us 

a percentage of all sales but you have to make sure your are 

Mention us and get a 

10% discount 

October 

 
Dick Blake  01 Kim Reed  09 Monica Goyette  20  

Scott Alderman  01 Brian Chan  10 Lee Shafer  20 

Luther Estes, Sr.  02 Terrence O’Neill  12 Daniel Shumate  21 

Asa Richter  02 Robert Yee  12 Gary Brown  23 

Arleta Carey  05 Douglas Jones  15 Betty Goedhart  25 

Chris Ewer  06 Jon Arnesen  17 Thomas Hill  26 

Larry Orr  07 Jeffrey Futtter  17 

Sergio Beltran  08 David Bird  19 

 

November 
Robert Hudson  02 Vic Skaar  12 Joseph Blicharz  21 

Ann Perelman  03 Greg Hughes  12 Kenneth Harrop  23 

Robert McFalls  03 William Willhite  12 Jaime Segarra  23  

Gary Odorowski  05 Frank Kennemur 13 Nancy Graf  25 

Anthony Cherry  06 Daniel Pierson  14 Linda Bennett  25 

Bryan Bedoy  06 Susan Maddox  15 Jeffrey Alcorn  26 

John Simmons  07 Lawrence Cabrera 18 James Oliver  27 

Cassandra Henry 07 Wade Reckinger 19 Vicki Halloran  29 

 

You served us, now let us serve you.  United Restoration 

Services specializes in water damage, mold remediation, fire 

smoke damage and repairs.  We work with all insurance com-

panies, but when we walk through your door, we work for 

you.  Call to set up your free inspection and estimate.  Special 

discounts for veterans.  

 

United Restoration Services 

702/375-6104 

scott@unitedrestorationserviceslv.com 



 

Donor Spotlight 
 

 

 

Operation Gratitude 
Thank you for  your generous in-kind donation 

   

Donor List  

USAA 

Lee O’Brien 

The Si Redd & Tamara Redd Charitable Foundation 

Donors through United Way of Southern Nevada Campaign 

Donor’s through Truist 

MGM Resorts Foundation 

NV Energy Employees 

Shane Derby 

Carma Richens  

Northwest Arms 

Brent Kessler 

Hilda Leuck 

Anthony Del Fante 

Bob Richad 

Beatrice Cordell 

Kevin Clubb 

Judith Malcolm 

Capt. Mark E. Semmler, USN 

Smith’s 

 

Help support veterans 

Make a donation today! 
 

Nevada Paralyzed Veterans of America is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.  

Tax ID #31-1647467. Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Donations can be made in any amount. They will accumulate from January 1—December 31.     Donors will be printed in our 
monthly newsletter unless otherwise requested. To make a donation go online to www.nevadapva.org or call 702-646-0040. 



Community  

Partners 

 

Ability Center 

 

Better Life Mobility 

 

C & K Designs 

 

City of Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

City of Las Vegas Parks and Recreation 

 

Easter Seals 

 

Endeavor Media Group (EMG) 

 

Heaven Can Wait Animal Society 

 

Paralympic Sports Club 

 

Security National Mortgage 

 

Smith’s 

 

The Grand Canyon Tour Company 

 

The NV Energy Foundation 

 

United Health Group 

 

United Way of Southern Nevada 

 

USAA 

 

Walmart Foundation 
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