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Itôs once again time to start thinking about elections.  We are ap-

proaching the time for electing a new President, Vice President, Secre-

tary, Treasurer and five (5) members of the Board of Directors for our 

chapter.   

Please get involved and run for office.  If you would like to run, please 

submit your biography to our office, along with a letter of intent ad-

vising us of which position you are interested in running for.  We will 

be publishing biographies of all members interested in running for of-

fice in our October/November newsletter.  Bioôs will be due no later 

than September 1, 2017.  Ballots will be sent out in December and 

due back to our office no later than January 10th, 2018. 
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Mission Statement 

 

The mission of Nevada PVA is to improve the quality of life of U.S. military veterans and oth-

ers who have spinal cord dysfunction through the use of adaptive sports, recreation, wellness 

programs, outreach, education, research and support. 

 

Disclaimer 

 

The Nevada Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America is a non-profit organization.  We do 

not ask for or receive any money from any federal or state agencies.  All of our  funds are re-

ceived mainly from donations.  All members of the Paralyzed Veterans of America have sus-

tained a spinal cord injury or disease.  This newsletter is a publication of the Nevada chapter and 

is meant to inform its readers of Chapter activities, legislation, and other matters of concern to 

veterans and/or members of the disabled community.  The opinions expressed in this publication 

do not necessarily reflect the views of Nevada PVA, its officers, board members, the editor or 

production staff. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President/ED Report 

by Dan Kaminski and Julie Johnson 

 

Follow us on 

Facebook: 

www.Facebook.com./ParalyzedVeteransofAmericaNevadaChapter 

Twitter: 

Twitter.com/PVANevada 

Instagram: 

Instagram.com/pvanevada 

YouTube: 

www.youtube.com/PVANevada 

A big thanks to the Gentlemanôs League for arranging a charity wheelchair basketball game against the Las Ve-
gas Yuccas.  Chaparral High School and the Chaparral High School Cheerleaders we are grateful for your sup-

port. 
 

This event raised funds for our programs but most importantly it helped raise awareness in our community re-
garding life in a chair and how adaptive sports plays such an important role in the overall health and fitness of 

our disabled community. 
 
La Quinta In & Suites Summerlin Tech invited us to be the highlighted charity for their re-grand opening.  We 

were very grateful for this opportunity to showcase our organization to the local La Quinta, the National La 
Quinta, their business associates, and the Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting team.  The La Quinta Inn & 

Suites Summerlin Tech looks beautiful.  The staff is wonderful and the rooms are spacious and accessible. 
 

The annual kidsô summer camp was amazing as always.  This yearôs theme was Star Wars and the staff really out 
did themselves.  It is such a privilege to watch these adorable faces just glow with excitement while they play all 

the different adaptive sports and activities. 
 
This camp gives the children an opportunity to showcase their talents, learn new strengths, reach new heights, 

socialization and sportsmanship and letôs not forget a great meal which for some is not that easy to come by. 
 

October is the Veterans Service Fair which will be held at Dula Gymnasium, 441 East Bonanza Ave.  This event 
helps homeless ad low income veterans and their families to gain the much needed resources our community has 

to offer in one central location. 
 
Our Adopt-A-Vet program is in full swing so if you are in need of food, hygiene products or clothing, please call 

the office or email us at pvanevada@gmail.com so we ca get you enrolled. 
 

As always, stay hydrated and have a beautiful day! 



National Directorôs Report 
By Lester Wood 

Hi everyone, we here in Las Vegas are trying to endure some of the hottest days of the year.  We have either tied 

or set daily records during June and July, with no relief in sight.  By the time this report is read, we will have 

celebrated the 4th of July.  A belated thanks to our military family and all those that help keep this nation safe, 

and a special thanks to those that paid the ultimate sacrifice, and those vets that still carry the scars of past wars. 

At this time I would like to report on the 71st PVA Annual Convention held in National Harbor, Maryland in 

May.  This trip brought back memories of my military service when I was stationed at Ft. Belvoir, VA and Ft. 

Holabird, MD., a stones throw away.  The Oxon Hill, MD high school choir opened the convention with Chapter 

Flag Presentation of Colors, Pledge of Allegiance and the National Anthem. 

 

Our Keynote Speaker was Dr. David J. Shulkin, Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  He has a clear agenda of how to 

make the Veterans Administration better.  He wants to make changes to the Choice Card, hire more doctors and 

nurses; continue to improve wait time for veterans, and many more things.  With the passing of the Whistle-

Blower Act, this should make his job a bit easier. 

 

Former Senator Bob Dole was awarded the non-member Speedy Award for his WWII service and injuries.  Hol-

ly Kosster, the Buckeye Chapter Sports Director, was award the Member Award for 150+ marathons. 

 

We dealt with many resolutions and as always the balancing of the budget.  Many executive and committee re-

ports were given.  Executive Director, Sherman Gillums introduced the PVA National staff, many thanks to 

those hard working people that you donôt often see, but who keep the PVA a well-oiled machine. 

 

This year it was time to elect a new Executive Board of Directors. 

 

A special thanks to Al Kovach, Jr., for his leadership of PVA these past few years.  Our new Executive Board 

consist of: 

 

President:  Dave (Z-Man) Zurfluh 

Senior Vice President: Ken Weas 

Vice President:  Hack Albertson 

Vice President:  Charles Brown 

Vice President:  Joseph Fox 

Vice President:  Robert Thomas 

Parliamentarian:  Robert Thomas 

Treasurer:  Tom Wheaton 

Secretary:  Larry Dobson 

 

Our closing day ceremonies included a brunch and several more awards were give out. 

 

All of the Nevada attendees were surprised and elated to learn that we had won the top Presidentôs Award for 

our Adopt-A-Vet Program.  Thanks to our ED, Julie Johnson for her hard work with our underserved veterans in 

Las Vegas.  Julie is a tireless worker when it comes to serving our veterans.  Also many thanks to the Nevada 

Chapter for all their work helping Julie to make these programs successful. 

 

ñNot all of us can do great things.  But we can do small things with great love.ò  Mother Teresa 



Sports Report 
by Marc Fenn, Sports Director 

I recently competed in my second National Boccia Championship Tournament.  The first day there was apprehension because I 
was classed up to a paraplegic division even though Iôm an incomplete C4 quadriplegic, but I remained confident.  During the 

first two days of individual competition I was able to get to the championship match where I received a Silver medal for the 

open class.  The remaining two days I competed in pairs competition where I was paired up randomly with two other players.  

Fortunately, we were able to defeat teams that practice weekly with fancy team uniforms and received a bronze medal.  I look 

forward to playing Boccia with fellow PVA members here in Las Vegas.  Leon Bostick 

Our athletes recently returned from attending the National Veterans Wheelchair Games where they had a great 

time.  They met up with old friends and made new ones along the way.  Our team, though small, came home with a 

fair amount of medals, below is the breakdown: 

Lester Wood  Gold in weightlifting    Mariza Shaffa  Gold in slalom 

                             Silver in motor slalom     Silver in bowling 

         Bronze in air rifle 

Leon Bostick Gold in Boccia 

  Gold in shot put    Dan Kaminski Bronze in power soccer 

  Gold in javelin    

  Silver in slalom 

  Silver in discus 

  Bronze in table tennis 

  Silver in air pistol 



Life is what happens to you while youôre busy making other plans.  John Lennon 

We were recently able, with the help from a grant from Bank of America and other foundation grants, to kick  off 

our summer Adopt-A-Vet Program.  We supplied clothing, hygiene products and food to 17 residents of the Help 

Genesis Apartments.  They were so grateful for the items we supplied.  Below are a few of their comments. 

 

ñEvery little bit helps.  If not for Help Genesis and PVA, I would be on the street.ò  Tom 

ñThese items are really needed and appreciated.  This really makes veterans feel like they have a home.ò Jack 

 

ñI worked all my life and then hit a few speed bumps which caused financial stress in my marriage.  I never con-

sidered VA benefits until this happened, I was not aware of most of them to which I am entitled.  Now I have a 

roof over my head, Iôm looking for a job and now have theses items donated from you.  I appreciate everything; 

more than words can express.ò  Augustus 

 

ñI now have the resources and a path to follow and have two job offers pending, this helps tremendously.ò Avein 

 

ñThis all means a hell of lot to me.ò  Gary 

 

With the help of grants like that from Bank of America we have been able to expand our Adopt-A-Vet Program to 

year round.  If any of our members need help with food, clothing or hygiene products, please contact our office. 


